














































































NURSING HOMES
PARKS AND RECREATION
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board of health to collect and review data and report
findings to legislature. Board of health directed to
study and publish recommendations for in-service
personnel training programs to reduce incidence of
malpractice suits and claims. Appropriation: $67,000
for office of health facility complaints. Effective:
office of health facility complaints effective
immediately; hospital grievance procedure and in
service training effective January I, 1977.
C. 325 (1976)

(Sieben, M., Searle, White,
Jensen, Sieben, H.)
(Schaaf, O'Neill, Conzemius)S.F. 601

Zoo Bill
* H.F.704

Allows acquisit:-on of necessary land not yet acquired;
allows promotional and advertising spending from funds
outside bond revenue; provides for investment of
operating receipts not immediately needed; allows sale
or exchange of excess animals; specifies all gifts, grants
or contributions as matching funds. Effective:
Immediately.
C. 382 (1975)

Funding for State Zoo Road
H.F.444 (Sieben, H., Laidig, Kempe, R.,

Jensen, White)
* S.F. 429 (Conzemius, Knutson, Stassen)

Appropriates $750,000 for local improvements to access
road to Minnesota state zoo. Effective: Immediately.
C. 80 (1976)

Acquisition of Outdoor Recreation Lands
* H.F. 12/t.1 (Kahn, Munger, Norton,

Savelkoul, Wenstrom)
S.F. 1393 (Anderson, Arnold)

Appropriates $15 million from general fund to DNR for
acquisition of state parks, forests, trails, wildlife
management areas, fishing management lands and other
outdoor recreation lands; appropriates $20 million from
state building fund for grants to pay cost of acquisition
and betterment of metro area parks and open space by
metro council and metropolitan and local government
units; authorizes finance commissioner, upon request of

Patients' Bill of Rights Amendments
* H.F. 2039 '(Heinitz, Swanson, Forsvthe~

Yolk, Petrafeso) .
S.F. 1960 (Keefe, J., Lewis, Milton)
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Adds several provisions to existing "Patients' Bill of
Rights" for patients or residents of acute care hospitals
or nursing homes. No facility may require resident to
waive his rights; allows resident's guardian or
conservator to seek enforcement of rights. Resident's
civil and religious liberties not to be infringed; resident
has right to private communications, right to present
grievances, and right to manage his own financial
affairs. Resident must also be free of mental and
physical abuse and from physical and chemical
restraints, unless authorized by physician for specified
limited period. Notice must be given upon admittance
describing how to file complaint. Substantial violation
of rights of any resident is grounds for issuance of
correction order (under nursing home licensure law).
Effective: August I, 1976.
C. 274 (1976)

exceptions, requiring
regulations prior to
or reissuance of a

f.

d.

b.

e.

c.

h.

i.

g.

Nursing Home Licensure Law Revision; Recodification
H.F. 2042 (Dahl, Clawson, Petrafeso, Kroening,

Swanson)
* S.F. 1956 (Milton, Keefe, J., North)

Establishes new chapter in Minnesota Statutes which
recodifies nursing home laws. Makes several.changes in
existing laws relating to regulation and inspection
of nursing homes. Major changes include:

a. Defining "controlling persons" and making
them responsible for operations of home;
Requiring greater financial disclosure by
nursing home owners and notification of
changes in ownership;
Requiring second unannounced inspection
each year for facilities in which
deficiencies are found during annual
inspection;
Directing department of health to initiate
proceedings to suspend or revoke and
refuse to renew facility license when
facility is fined for two or more
uncorrected violations involving imminent
risk of harm to residents or ten or more
uncorrected violations of any kind within
two-year period;
With certain
compliance with
issuance, renewal
license;
Requiring that facility's most recent
correction orders and notices of
noncompliance be posted in conspicuous
place;
Providing for voluntary receivership, after
court hearing, at request of Health
Department;
Providing daily fines of up to $250 per day
for uncorrected violations;
Establishing Nursing Home Advisory
Council to Board of Health and complaint
investigation procedure for Board of
Examiners for nursing home administrators.

Provisions of act requiring reinspection of facilities
after correction orders are issued and establishment of
schedule of daily fines are effective immediately.
Remaining provisions are effective on effective date of
rule establishing schedule of daily fines or no later than
January I, 1977.
C. 173 (1976)
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governor, to sell and issue bonds to provide this money.
Effective: July 1, 1975.
C. 415 (1975)

Glacial Ridge Trail
* H.F. 2490 (Lindstrom, Schumacher)

S.F.2172 (Olhoft, Olson, A.)

Effective: August 1, 1975.
C. 353 (1975)

Recreational Vehicle Tax Refund
* H.F. 1527 (Lemke, Fudro, Munger, Biersdorf)

Designates Glacial Ridge Trail, beginning at Willmar
and proceeding through Sibley State Park, Glenwood,
and Glacial Lakes State Park. Effective: August 1,
1976.
C. 292 (1976)

Changes certain motor vehicle tax rates; provides that
self-propelled recreational vehicles be separately taxed;
provides refunds to owners of towed recreational
vehicles for tax overpayment in 1976. Effective: self
propelled recreational vehicles -- May 1, 1976; refund
for towed recreational vehicles immediately;
remaining sections -- November 15, 1976.
C. 39 (1976)

Viking Trail
H.F. 1697 (Graba, Beauchamp, Wenstrom,

Niehaus, Langseth)
* S.F. 1551 (Olhoft)

Designates route of Viking Trail which begins near
Moorhead, proceeds through Elbow Lake and ends near
Sauk Centre. Effective: August 1, 1976.
C. 29 (1976)

!
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S.F. 194

Canoe and Boating Routes
H.F. 399 (Wenstrom, Simoneau, Anderson, G.,

Fjoslien, Sherwood)
(Merriam, Ueland, Stumpf)*

Outdoor Recreation Act of 1975
* H.F.343 (Vento, Munger, Carlson, A.,

Arlandson)
S.F. 206 (Willet, Dunn, Arnold)

To protect and provide greater opportunities for use of
outdoor recreational resources, law creates an outdoor
recreation system which includes all natural and
recreational state parks, state trails, state wilderness
areas, state forests and state wild, scenic and
recreational rivers. Law also --

creates system to classify all areas of
outdoor recreation system.
prescribes criteria for classification and
method of administration for each class.
requires master plan for each unit in
system before any acquisition of
development of unit.
creates an outdoor recreation advisory
council.
requires DNR to compile registry of all
units in outdoor recreation system.

Requires commissioner of public safety to establish
state system for voluntary bicycle registration.
Requires commissioner to study and report to 1977
legislature on bicycling problems and recommendations

-} for state-wide mandatory bicycle registration. Allows
local units to designate bicycle lanes. Requires
replacement of bicycle lanes destroyed by road
construction. Requires commissioner of natural
resources to develop statewide bicycle trail system.
Requires local unit to pay state two-thirds of state cost
of bicycle lane construction. Appropriation: $493,000.
C.199(1976)

Authorizes DNR with local governments to acquire land
for rest areas and river accesses along canoe and
boating routes. Effective: August 1, 1975.
C. 37 (1975)

Straight River Canoe Route
H.F. 2083 (Biersdorf, Birnstihl, Vanasek,

Munger, White)
* S.F. 2034 (Purfeerst, Frederick)

Authorizes marking of canoe and boating routes on
Straight River. Effective: Immediately.
C. 24 (1976)

Funding for Snowmobile and Recreation Trails
H.F. 1285 (Prahl, Johnson, D., Patton,

Ketola, Anderson, I.)
* S.F. 320 (Olhoft, Fitzsimons, Willet)

Bicycle Bill
* H.F.920

S.F.1757

(Kahn, Williamson, McCarron,
Pehler, Dean)
(Hughes, Fitzsimons)

Appropriates $1.3 million to commissioner of natural
resources for grants to local governments for
enforcement of snowmobile trail laws and construction
of recreation trails, for provision of snowmobile trails
and trails for non-motorized recreation, and for access
to snowmobile trails and provision of snowmobile areas
where trails are not feasible. Effective: Immediately.
C. 319 (1976)
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BWCA; Mineland Reclamation
(See Environmental Protection p. 33)

DNR License and Fee Increases; Zumbro River
Canoe Route· Water Permits· Deer Habitat Pro ram
See Natural Resources Game and Fish, p. 65
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PUBLIC EMPLOYEES PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

Proportionate Annuities for Minneapolis Retirement
Fund

Establishes proportionate annuity system for members
of Minneapolis municipal employees retirement fund
Employees who have not served 10 years before retire
ment will now be able to receive pension based on
number of years served. Previously, these individuals
could not become members of fund. Bill also allows
resident aliens to become members of fund.
Immigration status previously prevented membership in
Minneapolis municipal employees retirement fund.
C. 130 (1976)

PERA Administrative Bill
* H.F. 581+ (Parish, Beauchamp, Moe,

Patton, Biersdorf)
S.F. 1+68 (Chenoweth, Ogdahl, Stokowski)

Workers' compensation not considered salary for:
computing benefits; former public employees
retirement association (PERA) members who are
employee representatives for PERA may continuE.'_
coverage; venue for PERA court actions is Ramsey
county district court; PERA may mail payments
directly to recipient's bank; disability benefits reduced
only by workers' compensation benefits, not attorneys'
fees; surviving spouse of member of PERA police and
fire fund with 20 years service may qualify for optional
annuity. Effective: July 1, 1975.
C. 102 (1975)

* H.F. 2155 (Knoll, Sarna, Fudro, Carlson, A.,
Enebo)

S.F. 1808 (Stokowski, Gearty, OgdahI)

Teachers' Retirement
H.F. 206 (Patton, Moe, Parish, Biersdorf, Sarna)

* S.F. 1+69 (Chenoweth, Ogdahl, Stokowski)

Miscellaneous changes in teachers retirement act;
provides for state takeover of employer contributions in
cities of the first class; increased employee
contribution contingent upon determination of benefit
adjustment by legislature before March 1, 1976;
legislative retirement study commission to conduct
study of retirement programs in cities of first class and
report to legislature during 1976 session. Effective:
July 1, 1975.
C. 306 (1975)

Retirement Benefits
H.F.2112 (Moe, Patton, Parish, Beauchamp,

Biersdorf)
* S.F. 2011+ (Chenoweth, Stokowski, OgdahI)

Provides benefit increases for certain persons who
began receiving permanent disability benefit or
retirement annuity prior to July 1, 1973 and were
a~fected by change from a "carreer average" to a "high
fIve years average" formula. Those persons not
receiving Social Security will receive increasesm
annual payments of $1+.50 for each full year of allowable
seryice and $9.00 for each year which has elapsed since
retIrement. (Example: 20 years service, 5 years since
retirement began -- (20 x $1+.50) + (5 x $9.00) = $135
ANNUAL INCREASE.) Appropriation: $21,000,000 for
nine major retirement funds. Effective: July 1 1976
with provision that benefits be paid by No~embe~
1,1976, retroactive to July 1, 1976.
C. 326 (1976)
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TRA Funds
* H.F. 2230 (Patton, Sabo, Knoll, Dean, Parish)

S.F.2075 (Stokowski, Gearty, Hansen, M.)

Teacher retirement funds in Minneapolis, St. Paul and
Duluth allowed to make bylaw amendments of
administrative nature without legislative or local
government approval. Minneapolis teachers retirement
fund authorized to grant major benefit increase for all
retired teachers. St. Paul teachers retirement fund
authorized to make administrative changes and minor
benefit increases. Duluth teachers retirement fund
authorized to accept repayment of refunds with 6%
interest charge. Effective: Immediately.
C. 238 (1976)

Public Officials--Public Meetings
* H.F. 153 (Prahl, Begich, Anderson, I.,

Sarna, Clark)
S.F. 1395 (Arnold)

Allows. public officials to take time off from regular
em~loyment for public meetings; prohibits retaliatory
actlOn by employer; whether time off is with or without
pay depends on employer-employee agreement.
Effective: August 1, 1975.
C. 31+2 (1975)

Peace Officer Death Benefits
* H.F. 1292 (Smith, McCollar, Menning,

Carlson, R., Kvam)
S.F. 1307 (Merriam, Dunn, Solon)

Increased compensation to dependents of peace officers
killed in line of duty from $25,000 to $50,000.
Effective: Immediately.
C. 128 (1975)

73



SENIOR CITIZENS

State University Bargaining Agreements
H.F. 2662 (Enebo, Smith, Erickson, Swanson,

Searle)
* S.F. 2560 (Hanson, C., Davies)

Authorizes state university board to implement
bargaining agreements negotiated with inter-faculty
organization/MEA and Minnesota state university
association of administrative and service faculty.
Allows board to suspend or modify rules promulgated
under Chapter 15 which are deemed inconsistent with
provisions of collective bargaining contract. Effective:
Immediately.
C. 229 (1976)

State Civil Service Pay Bill
* H.F. 1769 (Lindstrom, Sieben, H.,

Samuelson, McCauley, Yoss)
S.F. 1715 (McCutcheon, Gearty, Ashbach)

Incorporates negotiated and arbitrated compensation
and benefit awards for employees in classified civil
service; provides maximum salary ranges and a::ross
the-board increases for A, B, and C schedules totalling
5.5%, 52<;': per hour and $20 per month, respectively.
Increases potential benefits in tost-of-living and certain
other benefits. Effective: July 1, 1975.
C. 4-31 (1975)

Teacher Contracts
(See Education p. 23)

Public Employee Fair Share Challenges
(See Labor p. 57)

SENIOR CITIZENS

Duluth Employment for Seniors
* H.F. 1156 (Doty, Munger, Jaros, Ulland)

S.F. 104-6 (Doty, Solon)

Authorizes Dulyth To negotiate contracts for
maintenance of city parks and other public works in
Duluth. Purpose is to employ needy, elderly persons.
Maximum remuneration is $3,000 in any 12-month
period. Effective date-upon approval by Duluth city
council.
C. 196 (1975)

Senior Citizens--Free College Tuition
* H.F. 257 (St. Onge, Fugina, Erickson,

Patton, Kroening)
S.F. III (Hughes, Ashbach, Kleinbaum)

SENIOR CITIZENS

institution of higher education in Minnesota when space
is available after all tuition-paying students have been
accommodated. Effective: Aug.l, 1975.
C. 219 (1975) .

Social Security Benefits and Health Insurance
* S.F. 963 (Patton, Laufenburger, Humphrey)

Prohibits provider of any individual or group policy for
accident or health insurance, health maintenance
organizations or individual health contractors from
using social security or similar compensation benefits to
offset or decrease benefits paid to policy-holders.
Effective: Aug. 1, 1975.
C. 323 (1975)

Senior Citizen Dental Care
H.F. 1011 (Clark, McCarron, Norton, Ulland, St.

Onge)
* S.F. 1097 (Tennessen, Bang, Moe)

Authorizes commissioner of public welfare to establish
two pilot programs to provide dental care to senior
citizens--one in metro ~rea and one outside metro area.
Eligibility for program includes those not eligible to
receive dental services or reimbursement for dental
services under any other program, who do not have
coverage for dental services from an insurance
company, are retired and 62 or over and have incomes
of less than $3,900 if single or $4-,875 if married.
Participant pays 20% of dental bill. Appropriation:

.$4-00,000 for biennium. Effective: July 1, 1976.
C. 305 (1976)

Alternatives to Nursing Home Care
H.F. 2236 (Yolk, Carlson, L., Rice, Dahl,

Heinitz)
* S.F.2175 (Olson, A., Kirchner, Keefe, S.)

Authorizes the commissioner of public welfare to
establish an experimental program of home care
for elderly and physically disableq who are eligible for
placement in nursing homes. Individual care plan must
be established. Grants limited to no more than half of
regional average medical assistance (medicaid)
reimbursement rate for nursing homes. Allows costs of
health care services provided in patient's home by
public health nurses to be paid by medical assistance.
Effective: July 1, 1977.
C. 312 (1976)

Senior Companion Program
H.F. 1950 (Kelly, R., Clawson, Swanson, Kroening,

McCarron)
* S.F. 164-4- (Chenoweth, Kirchner, Moe)

Establishes senior companion program to employ low
income persons aged 60 or over to provide supportive
person-to-person assistance primarily to handicapped

Allows any Minnesota resident who has reached age of
62 to attend or audit courses offered for credit or enroll
in noncredit courses without payment of tuition or
activity fees. This applies to any state-supported!l
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SENIOR CITIZENS

adults and elderly people living in their own homes.
Services may also be provided to such persons living in
group homes, nursing homes, private homes or other
public or private institutions or agencies. Senior
companions compensated for no more than 20 hours per
week. Grants made by Minnesota board on aging on a
90% state, 10% local basis. Appropriation: SlOO,OOO.
Effective: July 1, 1976.
C. 323 (1976)

Nutrition for Elderly
(See Health and Welfare p. 45)

Meals on Wheels
(See Taxes p. 80)

Senior Citizen Tax Credit
(See Omnibus Tax Bill p. 77)

Senior Citizens Tax Freeze
(See Omnibus Tax Bill p. 77)

Housing Finance Agency
(See Housing p. 51)

Visitation Rights for Grandparents
(See Human Rights p. 53)

Long-Term Care Policy
(See Nursing Homes p. 67)

Delayed Payment of Special Assessment
(See Taxes p. 82)

Inheritance Tax Bill
(See Taxes p. 82)

Senior Citizen/Disabled Tax Relief
(See Taxes p. 83)
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TAXES

Omnibus Tax Bill
* H.F.1674 (Kelly, W., Sabo, Anderson, I.,

Johnson, D.)

Provides additional tax relief of over $200 million.

1. Income Adjusted Homestead Credit

Provides over $60 million in additional tax relief.
Principle adopted is that property tax relief for
renters and homeowners ought to be equal, and that
relief should relate to income of the claimant.
Supersedes (and is better than) existing rent credit
senior citizens and disabled income tax credit.

Income is sum of federal adjusted gross and all non-
taxable income. -

Rent constitutin ro ert taxes is 20% of gross rent
excludes utilities, etc.

Homestead credit grandfathered in -- guaranteeing no
losers. Circuit breaker payment will be the
difference between what was received from
homestead credit and entitlement under circuit
breaker.

Senior Citizens Credit
Credit for senior citizens and disabled is $200 more
than maximum listed below.

% of Income
To Be Paid Maximum

Household Income As Tax Credit

$ 0- 2,499 1.0 $ 475
2,500 - 19,999 1.5 475

20,000 - 22,999 1.6 475
23,000 - 25,999 1.8 425
26,000 - 30,999 2.0 375
31,000 - 35,999 2.2 350
36,000 - 40,999 2.4 325
41,000 - 44,999 2.6 325
45,000 - 52,999 2.8 325
53,000 - 65,999 3.0 325
66,000 - 81,999 3.2 325
82,000 - 99,999 3.5 325

100,000 4.0 325

Effective for property tax payable in 1976.

2. Senior Citizens Freeze

Freeze credit is 100% for incomes up to $10,000 and
declines 5% for each $500 of income over $10,000.
No freeze if income is over $19,500.

77

"



TAXES

3. Partial Welfare Takeover

State will take over an additional $95 million of
local welfare burden. Will assume 90% of costs for
medical assistance and indigent medical care.
Effective: January 1, 1976.

TAXES

10. Working Poor

Provides additional $15 million of relief to working
poor.

Credit equal to income tax liability is given
according to the following schedule.

If income is above limits stated, tax is 15% of
income in excess or limit on tax obligation as
normally computed, whichever is less.

4. Local Government Aids

Aid formula changed to $42 per capita to each
county area in 1976 and $45 per capita in 1977.
Seven-county metro area treated as one county.
County governments frozen in at their 1975 aid
lev~l (except Hennepin, Ramsey and St. Louis,
whIch lose all county aid), cities and towns within a
county divide up the pot based on equalized effort
times population. All units "grandfathered in" at
1975 levels.

This formula provides an additional $29 million in
aids for the 1976-77 biennium.

Single Person
Taxpayer with 1 dependent
Taxpayer with 2 dependents
Taxpayer with 3 dependents
Taxpayer with 4 dependents
Taxpayer with 5 or more dependents

Income
$4,400

5,200
6,000
6,700
7,300
7,800

5. Levy Limits

Provides opportunity to apply to levy limit review
b.oa~d to have base increased. Eliminates levy
lImIts on mun~ci~alities of under 2,500 population.
Changes levy lImIt formula and special levies.

6. Tax Loss Farming

.Individuals can offset farm losses against nonfarm
Income up to $15,000 if nonfarm income does not
~xceed $15,000; if $2 of loss can only offset $1 of
Income.

7. Federal Rebate Pass Through

Rebate not subject to state income taxes.

11. Agriculture mill rate differential for school tax
purposes increased from 8.3 mills to 10 mills on
non-homestead and 12 mills on homestead property.

12. Taconite

Taconite production tax increased 39¢ a ton.

10¢ a ton to counties where taconite is mined,
quarried or where concentrate is
produced•

\
20¢ a ton to school districts where taconite is

mined, or quarried or where
concentrate is produced.

l¢ a ton to IRRRC for environmental projects in
Koochiching and Carlton counties.

8¢ a ton to taconite property tax relief account.

8. Property Reassessment

At l:ast one-fourth of all property must be
appraIsed each year. Assessment increases on
homestead in any 1 year not to exceed 10% of
preceding assessment or one':'fourth of total
increase in valuation, whichever is greater.

9. Homestead Base Escalator

Provides that for taxes payable in 1977 and each
year thereafter, homestead base value (now
?12,000) ~ill be increased by $500 for every 3-1/2%
Increase In average price of homes in Minnesota.
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$2,500,000 of county funds will be used for grant
program for construction of water filtration and
purification systems for communities using Lake
Superior as a drinking water source.

13. Extends tax study commISSIon for the biennium.
Directs commission to study individual and corporate
income taxes.

C. 437 (1975)
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TAXES

Tax Deductions, Substandard Buildings
* H.F.474 (Berglin, Tomlinson, Kelly, W.,

Sabo, Anderson, I.)
S.F. 854 (Perpich, A.J., Gearty)

Prohibits taxpayer who receives or has received rental
income from substandard building from taking any
deduction for interest and depreciation from gross
income otherwise allowable under state law relating to
that substandard building (other than buildings used for
agricultural purposes or owner-occupied buildings with
four dwelling units or less). Act effective for taxable
years commencing after Dec. 31, 1975, and shall, unless
re-enacted, expire after the taxable year ending
December 31, 1979.
C. 226 (1975)

Individual Retirement Accounts
* H.F. 229 (Dieterich, Kvam, Clark,

Jaros, Tomlinson)
S.F. 384 (Perpich, A.J., Blatz,

Conzemius)

Adopts new federal pension law contribution limits for
Keogh plans and for individual retirement accounts.
Partial disallowance of foreign taxes as deduction on
corporate income taxes, removes receipt requirement
for claiming political contribution credit on income tax
returns. Allows people who qualify as working poor to
have no income taxes withheld. Act effective for
taxable years after December 31, 1974.
C. 349 (1975)

Multi-County Taxing District Assessment
Differentials

H.F. 1672 (Kelly, W., Berg, DeGroat,
Anderson, I., Sabo)

* S.F. 1554 (Olson, A., Conzemius)

Provides for apportionment of taxing levies for multi
county taxing districts when level of assessments differ
by more than LO% between two counties. Effective:
August I, 1975.
C. 295 (1975)

Meals on Wheels
-H.F. 616 (Stanton Begich, Menning, Erickson,

Kalis)
* S.F.711 (Moe, Fitzsimons, Perpich, A.J.)

Exempts from sales tax meals or drinks served to senior
citizens or handicapped by governmental or non-profit
organizations (meals on wheels). Effective:
Immediately.
C. 312 (1975)

80

TAXES

Tax Exemption Certification
* H.F. 332 (Kahn, Dieterich, Sabo,

Savelkoul, Tomlinson)
S.F. 400 (Spear, O'Neill, McCutcheon)

Requires tax exempt property holders (except churches,
houses of worship, holders of property used solely for
educational purposes and state or its political sub
divisions) to file statement with assessor every three
years certifying tax exempt status of property and to
make financial records available. Effective for
property taxes assessed in 1976.
C. 352 (1975)

Compliance Bill
* H.F. 674 (Abeln, Jacobs, Williamson,

Pehler)
S.F. 742 (Perpich, A.J., O'Neill

Olson, A.)

Establishes interest rate of 10% on delinquent taxes
owed by third parties, i.e., employer's payroll tax, sales
tax, withholding tax. For all other delinquent taxes,
interest rate is 8%. Allows revenue commissioner to
levy on property for delinquent taxes. Interest
effective: July I, 1975; remainder effective:
Immediately. -
C. 377 ( 1975)

Tax Credit for Blind/Deaf
* H.F. 439 (Lindstrom, Kalis, DeGroat,

Berg, Anderson, I.)
S.F. 377 (Olson, A., Sillers, Merriam)

'.
Increases income tax credit from $21 to $25 for singL
blind persons and provides $25 credit for deaf persons.
Effective: August I, 1975.
C. 355 (1975)

Assessment Review and Equalization
* H.F. 133 (Pehler, McCollar, Jopp,

Vanasek, White)
S.F. 739 (Olson, A., O'Neill, Perpich, A.J.)

Changes method of appealing assessments, allows
special boards of equalizations, creates new procedure
for claiming one-half homestead tax credit. Effective:
Immediately.
C. 339 (1975)

Fiscal Disparities
H.F.2407 (McCarron, McEachern, Vanasek,

Dahl, Clawson)
* S.F. 2078 (Purfeerst, Renneke, Conzemius)

Makes fiscal disparities more workable by using
preceding year's assessed valuation and mill rates in
computation of valuation. Effective for taxes payable
in 1977.
C. 191 (1976)
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TAXES TRANSPORTATION

Delayed Payment of Special Assessments
* H.F.374 (McCarron, Kvam, Novak, Tomlinson

Kahn)
S.F.1219 (Milton, Merriam)

Taconite Aids/AVTI Levy
* H.F. 1977 (Graba, Johnson, D., Savelkoul,

Fugina, Begich)
S.F. 1840 (Anderson, Sillers, Hughes)

hwa and Transit Financin
H.F. 1722 Patton, Petrafeso, Lemke,

Stanton, Schreiber)

New financing package includes:
__ 2¢ gas tax increase June 1, 1975, to 9¢ per gallon.
__ reduction in size of MTC services taxing district.
__ MTC operating levy at 1.72 mills, a decrease from

current 2.87 levy limit.
__ repeal of mandatory free fares for under 18-year

olds.
__ extension of supplemental transit aid program and

public _ transit demonstration programs.
Appropriation: $28 million.

__ money for highway department 1975 construction
program. Appropriation: $14 million.

__ moratorium on interstate freeway development in
metro area, with review by metro council,
transportation advisory board and city councils of
affected cities.

__ requirement that highway department construct
sound barriers on inter-state highways in metro
area which comply with federal standards.

__ establishment of commission to study Minnesota
highway department.
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TRANSPORTATION

(See Local Government p. 59)

Equalization of Costs for Hennepin County Medical
Center

Extends special disabled person's property tax
classification to persons receiving aid under federal
railroad retirement act. Effective for taxes payable in
1977• Allows senior citizens and disabled who live in
tax-exempt apartments or nursing homes to file for
circuit breaker. Seniors to receive greater of old senior
citizen credit or circuit breaker credit. Effective for
1975.
C. 245 (1976)

St. Paul School District Bond Authorization
(See Metropolitan and Urban AffaIrs p. 63)

Senior Citizen/Disabled Tax Relief
* H.F.617 (Brinkman, Pehler, Biersdorf,

Arlandson, Wigley)
S.F. 574 (Kleinbaum, Gearty, Larson)

Clarifies taconite aid payments for school districts.
Corrects problems in AVTI 'debt service funding.
Changes requirements for receiving community school
program aids.
C. 18 (1976)

Increases allowable exemptions for widows from
$30,000 to $60,000; for widowers from $6,000 to
$60,000; for minor or dependent children from $15,000
to $30,000. Increases homestead exemption for
surviving spouse or minor or dependent children from
$30,000 to $45,000 and grants exemption of $10,000 to
renters in lieu of homestead exemptions. Allows
surviving spouse to take marital exemption of 50% (up
to $250,000) of property going to spouse in lieu of all
other inheritance and homestead exemptions. If tax is
over $5,000, allows taxpayer to pay in five equal
installments over five-year period at 8% interest.
Allows two-year deferment for paying taxes in hardship
cases. Effective for those who die after June 30, 1976.
C. 320 (1976)
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Inheritance Tax Bill
H.F. 1349 (Vanasek, Schulz, Birnstihl,

Haugerud, Jopp) (not companion)
* S.F.633 (Purfeerst, Blatz, Perpich, A.J.)

Increases tax credit on beer produced and sold in
Minnesota. Credit to be $2 per barrel on first 75,000
barrels. Effective: July 1, 1976.
C. 189 (1976)

In 1974, counties and municipalities were given the
power to defer payment of special assessments on any
homested property owned by person 65 years of age or
older. New law requires local units of government to
notify senior citizens that proposed improvements can
be deferred. Effective: Immediately.
C.195(1976)

Beer Tax
H.F. 2325 (Brinkman, Eckstein, Sieloff,

Adams, S., Sarna)
* S.F. 1997 (Schrom, Gearty, Jensen)

Increases income tax deduction for tuition, textbook
and transportation expense paid as follows: for each
dependent in grades K to 12 from $200 for each
dependent to $500; for each dependent in grades K to 6
and $700 for each dependent in grades 7 to 12. Prior to
enactment of this bill, textpook expense was not
deductible at all. Effective: taxable years commencing
after December 21, 1974.
C. 37 (1976)

Tax Deductions for Private School Ex enses
H.F.675 Osthoff, Faricy, Sieloff, Biersdorf,

Sarna)
* S.F. 570 (O'Neill, Gearty, Dunn)
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Highway Department Aypropriation
* H.F. 1798 (Norton

-- proposed constitutional amendment to allow future
increase in gas tax to go to general fund, and
removal of limit on total outstanding highway
bonds and limit on interest rates.

Bridge Funding
* H.F. 2144 (Lemke, Patton, Voss, Carlson, R.,

Stanton)
S.F. 1995 (Laufenberger, Ogdahl, Olson, H.)

Authorizes issuance of personalized license plates upon
payment of $50 fee in addition to vehicle registration
tax. $50 fee is charged only in years when plates
themselves are issued. Personalized plates may have up
to six letters or numbers imprinted on them. Effective:
November 15, 1976, for 1977 and subsequent years.
C. 245 (1975)

Personalized License Plates
* H.F.982 (Kelly, R., Osthoff, Neisen, Vanasek,

Menning)
S.F. 1110 (Ashbach, Laufenburger, Frederick)

Changes motorcycle regulations to require headlights to
be on at all times, requires eye protective devices or
windscreens, restricts instruction permits to 45 days
(formerly 90) and prohibits persons with permits from
carrying passengers, driving on freeways or at night.
Effective: August I, 1975.
C. 29 (1975)

Motorcycle Regulations
* H.F. 272 (McEachern, Voss, Schreiber, Jude)

S.F. 331 (Laufenburger, Brown, Olhoft)

Scenic License Plates
* H.F.2489 (Schreiber, Fudro, Beauchamp,

Sieben, H., Wigley) .
S.F. 2398 (Chmielewski)

Authorizes annual permit for refuse compactor vehicle
to exceed. normal weight restrictions. Appropriates
$290,000 from highway user tax distribution fund for
manufacture of graphic design license plates, and
authorizes fee of up to 25¢ for issuance of these new
scenic license plates. Effective: Immediately.
C. 343 (1976)

$25,000,000
$13,500,000
$ 4,000,000
$ 7,500,000

Trunk Highway System
County Highway Systems
Municipal Street Systems
Township Road Systems

Effective dates:
June I, 1975:

(gas tax, repeal of free fares)
Immediately:

(moratorium on freeway development, commission
on highway department.)

July I, 1975:
(All other sections - MTC taxing provIsIOns
effective for taxes levied in 1975 and thereafter.)

C. 203 (1975)

Appropriates $207 million to department for next
biennium; most goes for highway maintenance and
highway development support; requires department to
develop program to reduce its work force during next
biennium. Effective: July I, 1975.
C. 435 (1975)

Creates Minnesota state transportation fund,
appropriates $25 million to fund and authorizes sale of
$25 million in bonds to be deposited in fund for bridge
construction and reconstruction. Further specifies that
$50 million be allocated in the following manner:

i

!I

I
\
!

Car Pooling State Employees
* H.F. 1382 (Fugina, Adams, L., Sarna, Osthoff,

Munger)
S.F. 1673 (North)

County State-Aid Highways
* H.F. 899 (Schreiber, Fudro, Lemke,

Pl"easant, Voss)
S.F. 463 (Laufenburger, Kirchner,

Purfeerst)

Effective: Appropriation and bond authorization July I
1976. Remainder of the bill -- Immediately.
C. 339 (1976)

Authorizes commissioner of administration to establish
and operate an employee transportation program
utilizing commuter vans with capacity of between 7 and
16 passengers. Vans to be purchased or leased for use
by state employees. Use of the vans to be limited to I

areas not having adequate public trasnsportation. 'I

Authorizes money credited to municipal account in Program to be implemented in metro area and in one ,
county state-aid highway system to be ~sed~ under other region of state, and to be evaluated after first I
certain conditions, on other county state-aId hIghways year. Van pooling provisions expire on June 30, 1979.1
outside limits of cities having population of less than Appropriation: $100,000. Effective: Immediately. I
5,000. Money used must be repaid to municipal account C. 233 (1976) I I
within 5 years. Effective: August I, 1975. ;
C. 193(1975)!
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VETERANS

Habitual Drunken Driver Bill
(See Alcohol & Drug p. 4)

90 Days Driver's License Revocation
(See Alcohol and Drug p. 4)

Requires mud flaps to be installed on all trucks,
including dump trucks. Effective: January 1, 1977.
C. 136 (1976)

Requires highway department to prepare environmental
impact statements on alternative routes for interestate
free~ay construction in metro area (including 1-335, 1
35E In Ramsey County, 1-394, TH55 in Minneapolis).
Effective: Immediately.
C. 317 (1976)

ProposedImpact Statements for

(Norton, Moe, Sieben, H.)
(Coleman)

(Coleman, Brown, Arnold)

Freeways
H.F.2638
S.F.2486

Environmental

Mud Flaps
* S.F. 161

state plan. Appropriation: $75,000 for initial
organization of DOT and $75,000 for study of rural
transportation in Minnesota. Effective: appointment of
DOT commissioner after July 1, 1976. Remainder of
act effective when commissioner is appointed. Transfer
of powers to DOT to take place when commissioner of
DOT .certifies that DOT is ready to commence
operations.
C. 166 (1976)

Creates state rail services improvement account into
which all state and federal monies for rail service
improvement to be deposited. Authorizes state
planning agency to enter into three-way contracts with
shippers and railroad companies for purpose of
rehabilitating rail lines in Minnesota, and appropriates
$3 million as state share for such rail rehabilitation
contracts. Requires agency to determine conditions
under which all or a portion of state assistance to be
paid back by railroad companies. Authorizes agency to
establish state rail plan and planning process as part of
an overall transportation plan in order to qualify for
federal funds. Appropriates $150,000 to the agency for
administration. Effective: Immediately.
C. 204 (1976)

Rail Service Im1rovement Act
* H.F. 1876 Stanton, Menning, Sabo, Mann

Biersdorf)
S.F. 1971 (Moe, Fitzsimons, Laufenburger)

Prohibiting Sale and Use of Unsafe Tires
* H.F. 1104 (Novak, Jude, Voss, Nelson, Sieben,

H. )
S.F. 1140 (Keefe,S., Frederick, Arnold)

Authorizes commissioner of public sa{ety to promulgate
rules and regulations setting safe operating conditions
of tires for use on passenger automobiles. Prohibits
sale of passenger motor vehicles with unsafe tires
except to a motor vehicle dealer. Prohibits use of
motor vehicles with unsafe tires and makes it a petty
misdemeanor to either sell or use passenger motor
vehicles with unsafe tires. Effective: August 1, 1976.
C. 35 (1976)

Department of Transportation
* H.F. 525 (Hanson, Pehler, Knickerbocker,

Anderson, I., Dieterich)
S.F.719 (Laufenburger, Brown, Conzemius)

Bicycle Bill
(See Parks and Recreation p. 71)

*

Creates department of transportation to provide
balanced transportation system including aeronautics,
highways, motor carriers, public transit and railroads.
Transfers to DOT functions of highway department and
department of aeronautics, transportation functions of
the state planning agency, and certain functions of
public service commission (rate-making and
certification powers are retained by public service
commission). Requires adoption and monitoring of
statewide multimodal transportation plan, taking into
account suggestions received from regional
development commissions, port authorities, metro
council and other political subdivisions at public
hearing; also requires development of statewide
transportation priorities and expenditures based on
statewide plan. Plan and priorities to be completed by
July 1, 1978. Local and regional plans cannot conflict
with state plan, but local governments can challenge a
DOT determination that local plan is superseded by
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Recreational Vehicle Tax Refund
(See Parks and Recreation p. 71)

Alcohol Safety Programs
(See Alcohol & Drug p. 3)

VETERANS

Veterans Bonus for MIA's
H.F. 1185 (Osthoff, Sarna, Samuelson,

Vento, Searle)
S.F. 1302 (Laufenburger, Frederick,

Chmielewski)

Authorizes payment of Vietnam veterans bonus to next
of-kin of those. veterans listed as "missing in action".
Effective: Immediately.
C. 97 (1975)
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VETERANS

Veterans Preference
* H.F. 84 (Berglin, Tomlinson, Kostohryz,

Knickerbocker, Forsythe)
S.F. 112 (McCutcheon, Coleman, Sillers)

Removes "absolute" veterans preference; provides that
veterans may add 5 points (10 points for disabled
veterans) to a passing grade on aU civil service entrance
exams only; allows use of preference on one successful
promotional exam for veterans, with 50% or greater
compensable disability. Effective: Immediately.
,C. 45 (1975)

S.F. 198} ,

Deadlines for payments of adjusted compensation made
for Vietnam Veterans Bonus extended to, en, or before
December 31, 1976. Effective: Immediately.
C. 237 (1976)

, "
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